
THE PARISH OF GALBALLY. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situated in the Barony of Coshlea 
and is bounded on the nortb by the Parish of Emly in the Co. of 
TipperRry; an the east by the Parish of Olonbeg in the Co. of 
Tipperary; on the south by Kilbeahanny and on the Nest by the 
Parishes of Ballyskadaun, Gle~brohaun and Ballylanders. 

NAME. The name {)f this Parish is written in the Am1als of 
the Four Master~ Gall-Bhaile E~tharlach, signifying the English 
Town of Aharlagh, so called from its situation immediately to the 
west of the celebrated Glen of Aharlagh in the Co. of Tipperary. 

Ill 

It must have been called Gall-Bhaile or Engl1shtown from the Fitz
geralds, who seem to have settled here before the O'Briens estab
lished themselves jn this part of the Country. 

The o:d Church of Galbally is a remarkably long one, measur
ing one hundred and thirty six feet in length and twenty five 
feet nine inches in breadth. The east gable which is in tolerable 
preservation contains a rude window which, for the extent of the 
Church, is a remarkably small one. On the inside it forms a flat 213 
(obtus•~) arch at top and. is rudely constructed but on the outside 
it is formed of cut lime stone and divided into two compartments, 
each of which is shamrockheaded. This Church was lighted by 
three other windows placed on the s,:rnth wal 1, but they are sc 
rude and apparently (obviously) so modern as to be unworthy of 
minute description. 

The west gable is destroyed except a small fragment near the 
south west corner. A ~onsiderable part of the north wall is des
troyed but more than fifty feet of it still remain. 

There is a rude doorway on the south wall placed at the 
distance of thirty six feet of the west gable; it forms a flat 
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arch on the inside, but on the outside it is disfigure,l and not 
worth description. 

• The thickness of the side walls of this Church is four feet 
and the greatest height eighteen feet. 

It is a rude Church about four centuries old. 

I here insert what the Irish writers h9.ve gathered of the 
history of this place:-

Gallbhaile Eatharlach Annals 4 Mast,ers. 

"A.D. 1471. A monastery was commenced by (for) Franciscan 
Friars in Gallbbaile Eatharlach in the Diocese of Emly i~ Munster 
but was destroyed the next year. 

Archdall's Mon. Hib., V.II, p.420, R.I.A. 
Galbally (called otherwise Moure). 

214 

211 

S1.tuated in the Barony of Coshlea. One of the O'Brien family 
founded a considerable Monastery here for Gray Friars (War. Mon.) 
and the ruins of it yet remaining, with those of several other 
religeous foundations, sufficiently shew the ancient magnificenoe 
of Galbally (O'Halloran). 

XX January XXXV K. Henry VIII; this Monastery, with three 
gardens, six messauges and six acres of arable land, was granted 
in capita to John of Desmond for ever, at the yearly rent of 4d. 216 
Irish money (Auditor Ge:neral). But Inquisition taken 4- September 
XXVI Q,. Elizabeth, finds that James, son of trie said John, for
feited the same by high Treason and was killed in that rebellion 
(Chief Remem. MS.). Inquisition 14th Octoher, 1. K. Charles, 
finds tt1at K. James. bei.ng Reized of this Monastery and the whole 
Territory of Atherl0e, with the appurtenances belonging thereto 
in the Counties of Limerick and Tipperary, did grant the same, 
30th March IX of his reign, to Thomas C~ntwell and his heirs and 817 
assigns for ever, to be held as of his Castle of Dublin in common 
soccage, at the annual rent of £90 sterling for the first fourteen 
years and afterwards at £80 steeling annually (Rot. C:niC. Hib. 118.). 

Holy-Cross*. 

Inquisiti::m 8 March XX Q,. Elizabeth, finds that the Prior ot 
this house in the Co. of Limerick was seized in fee of the .Rectory 
of St. John in the suburbs of the City of Limerick, which was 
annexed to this Priory and was of the annual value of 20s. 

* This Abbey belongs to the Co. of Tipperary and this deserip-
tion'should be transferred to that County J.O'D. 
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Gough' s Camden: -

At Galbally are the ruins of a Monastery of Grey Friars, 
founded by one of the O'Brjens {H. Farrar, 440). 

218 

The old Abbey of Galbally is situated about half a mile to 219 
the east of the village. _It looks more like a large Church di-
vided into nave and choir with a tcwer over the choir arch than 
an Abbey. Its choir measures on the inside thirty eight feet 
ten inches in length and tw,::nt,y three feet in breadth. Its walls 
are in good preservation; they are three feet ten inJhes thick 
and about twenty four feet high. The east gable contains a large 
Gothic window divided into three comp~rtments and measuring six 
feet two inches in breadth and about twelve feet in height on 
the outside. At the distan~e of twelve feet from the east gable 
there is another pointed window on the south wall: which was or
iginally divided into three comi:artments, but they are now br"oken. 
This window is on the outside about seven feet in height a~d about 
half that in width. 

Close to the choir arch there is another window on the south 
wall (there is another pointed windoN) the outer part of which is 
divided into two compartments and measures seven feet, ten inches 220 
in height and in width three feet seven inches.· 

There is a rude doorway o~ the north ~all of tne choir placed 
at the distance of thirteen feet from the east gable; it forms a 
flat arch at top on the inside but on the outside it ts disfigured 
and not worth description. 

The arches from which the tower springs loo~ remarkably 
narrow for their height, being about twenty ~even feet in height 
and only eight feet four inches in width. The lower part of the 
tower (that is, the part e~tendi'1.g fr·om the ground to the tops ot 
these arches) i~ lighted by two small windJws placed ot the south 
side; the one is about six inchE.,S square ar:d. the othec, which is 
placed over it, is shf,.mrockbe.g,ded and mt:asures about two feet 
four inches in height and ten inches 1n width. The upper part 
of the tower wes l1ghted by seven windows, two on the south side, 
two on the east, t~o on the west and one on the north sid~; some 
of them are now disfigured. 

The distsmce from the eastern f8.ce of the eastern arcLJ. to 
that of the western arch is seve teen feet four inches, and the 
thickness of the walls four feet two inches. 

The nav-e of this Abbe'y mea.sures forty four feet ten jnches 221 
in length and. twenty three fe,:c;t ir, breadt'<1. Its doorw:q, which 
was on the south wall, is reduced to a shapeJ.ebs breach audits 
west gable, which contaj ned a large wind.ow and perhaps ..,_ doorway 
also has a large breach in its middle extending from the ground 



LIIBBICK. 67 

to the top of its present height which is little more than that 
ot the side walls. 

There was a large window on the south wall of this nave 
olose to the Tower, but it is now much disfigured and built up 
with rough mason work. There is a spiral stair case consisting 
of thirty six steps leading from the south west corner to the 
top of the south wall. It is lighted by three narrow apertures 
which are about four feet high and four inches in width. 

To the south of Galbally are visible small traces of Gal
bal]y C~stle but they are too indistinct to give any m~asurements 
of them. 

In the Townland of Duntryleague, about three miles to the 222 
west of the Village of Galbally, are visible slight traces of 
the Doon. which was built lwre by the f3.mow3 Brian Boru; thay are 
in the Church yard and to the north e 01.st of thB Pi·otes'.:ant Church 
of Duntryleague, but they are so indistinct that no definite idea 
can now be formed of th~ extent or importanc~ of the Doon. 

On a hill lying to the east of this Church of Duntryleague, 
there is in the middle of the heath q very r·emarkable sepulchral 
monumant universally called Leabaidh Dhiarmada agus Ghraine, i.e., 
Dermot and Gr·u1ia' s Bed. It cons.Ls ts of a Cr,)mlech, formed of 
three flag stones standing on edge on the north side, two on the 
east side ~nd three on the south side, covered over head with two 
massy (massive) flag stones, one towards the north west, the other 
on the south east; the south east end of the former s~pporting 
the latter. The former measures six feet eight inches by five 
feet ten inches and the latter six feet ten inches ty four feet 
five inches. The greatest height of the first flag frora the 225 
present level of the ground is five feet ten inches. l!,rom this 
Cromlech standing stones extend in a n8rth and north west direc-
tion, and there are two large flag stones displaced: which they 
evid.ently supported. 

This monument presents all the appearance of having been 
the burial place of a number of persons. The hill on which it 
stands commands a. prospect, a panoramic (wide and various) view 
of the Country in every directton; of Sleibhte Eibhlinne to the 
north; of the Galtees, which lie at no great distance to .the 
south east; of Kennfebrat which lies to the south, and of a most 
beautiful and fertile tract of country in every direction. For 
the names of the wells and other festures of that description 224 
in this Parish, see Field Name Books. 

Bxs.mined by me. 
J. o•oonovan. 


